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eff INTRODUCTION.” 


I T ſeems ſurprizing to me, that even in 

Ie Diogenes's Time Men had ſo degenerated 
from their former perfect State, that our 
We Cynick Philoſopher was oblig'd to bor= 
ro an artificial Light, amidſt the Sun's þ 
greater Radiancy, to find one worthy that 
noble Character; for tis by this only we are made 
a perfect Image of the Divinity, and diſtinguiſh'd from 

1 all the reſt of the Created Beings. What had Uiogenes 

1 done, had he liv'd in our preſent Age? and which Light 

* could he have made Uſe of, to find amongſt us a Man 
1 of his own Taſte? fince, after the moſt exact Enqui- 


9 ry, he was forced to confeſs, that he could find none 
„ amongft thoſe Illuſtrious Perſonages of Antiquity, who 
i} have been the Admiration of future Ages, and whoſe 


rare Perfections, and excellent Qualities, have been fince 
thought Inimitables. Achens's Areopage itſelf, ſo much 
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lebrated for having been Reaſon's moſt flouriſhing Em- 


1 ty, than the Cynick Diogenes himſelf.” 
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pire, and from whence iflued, as from a plentiful Source, 


an inechauſtible Treaſure of Virtue, Wiſdom, Prudence, 


Learning, and all the reſt of the ineſtimable PerfeCtions 
capable to adorn our Minds, and render us perfect Men, 
even, in Diepenes's Opinion, was ſuſpected by him, want- 
ing that ſcarce Commodity. But flop, for a Moment, 
Diogenes : Enter that ſumptuous Edifice; look with ſome 
Attention on thoſe eminent Perſons who compoſe that 
auguſt Aſſembly, and whoſe venerable Aſpects ſtrike 
every Beholder with an awful Reſpect and Reverence: 
Liften to their pathetick Diſcourſes and learned Leſſons, 
which flow from their eloquent Mouths, as fo many 
Oracles diftated by the Supreme Wiſdom itſelf, All 
that is true: But ftill, minen quæro, 1 look for a 
Man, ſuch an One as ſhould be in Reality, what thoſe 
venerable Pedagogues appear to be, arid are not. 

Oh, could but thy Aſhes be re-animated, Diogenes ! 
And couldft thou but riſe from thy Tomb, with what 
greater Reaſon, and more juſtly, couldſt thou ſay, in 
the preſent Iron Age we live in, Hominem quero! Too 
happy! were we bleſs'd, in theſe our untortunate Days, 
with ſome of thoſe excellent Men, not accounted ſuch 
by thee in thy Happy Ones. But fince Death has ef- 
feCtuated, what was 'impoffible to Mankind, the ſtop- 
ping thee amidft thy Career, before thy neceſſary Cu- 
rioſity could be fatisfied,” Lend me thy Lanthorn; I'll 


begin where thou haft left off, and proceed on thy in- 


tended Journey; if not with the fame Skill and Exact- 
neſs, at leaſt with the fame Curiofity ; and, after all, 
end, in all Appearance, as thou haſt done, unſatisfied. 
Fil run over all the known inhabited World: I'll ſearch 
with the moſt ſerious Attention, from a Prince's Cloſet, 
to a fimple Peaſants meaneſt Cottage: And were I fo 
happy, in that tedious and difficult Journey, to meet 
with a Man, ſuch thou haft ſo long lock d for in vain, 
{which I think almoſt impoſſible) T could flatter myſelf 
with the Hope of Dying with more Eafe and Tranquil- 
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Muſft L look for a Man into that celebrated Part ff 
the World! That terreſtrial Paradiſe, which was ta- 
vour'd with thy firft Smile, and echo'd with thy lat 
Sigh: Afa! That enchanted Country, wherein the Su- 


preme Being hath been firſt acknowledg'd and ador'd ; 


where the firſt Temple hath been conſecrated to the Di- 
vine Worſhip, and the firſt Prieft dedicated to the AE 
tar; where Virtue hath been firſt practis d, and Elo- 
quence flouriſh'd ; which hath given Birth wo all Sorts 
of Sciences; wherein the Muſes were born and edu- 
ducated, and the Arts, both Liberal and Mechanick, 
firſt invented; where the Woods and Forefts were firſt 
charm'd with pollo's Mufick z where Apelles' Pencil 


was admir'd, and Phidias* Chizel's inimitable Strokes 


ador'd z where Crime was firſt legally puniſh'd, and 
Virtue firſt rewarded ; From whence all the other Parts 
of the World receiv'd their Laws, or their Legiſlators, 
and where the greateſt Heroes were form'd? | 
If I enter'd that noble Stage, no doubt, but I might 
find, not only one, but a vaſt Number of Men, to my 
Tafte, (for I am not fo difficult as Diogezes was) and 
was 1 to meet but with another Demoſthenes, Socrates, 
Sc. that would ſatisfy my Curiofity, and hinder me 
proceeding any farther. Therefore, I fancy myſelt 
landed on that Side Gracia where Athens ſtood, as the 
prepereſt Place for my Purpoſe. But what's become of 
Athens © ls not this the very Spot of Ground, whereon 
that Metropolis of a powerful, opulent, and flouriſhing 
Common-wealth ſtood ? where its ftrong Ramparts, the 
vaſt Number of its Inhabitants, who gave a Check to 
the Conqueror of all Aſa, and topp'd, for a confidera- 


ble Time, the Rapidity of his Conquefts ? Perhaps I 


might be miſtaken ; this is not the Place: Let's conſult 
my Geographick Chart. Yes; this is the very Place, 
or the Geographer himſelf is miſtaken; which cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppos d, fince tis the famous Le Fer, 
with whom Tavernies, La Croix, Sir Fohn Chardin, and 
all the other moſt impartial Travellers agree. However, 
there's ſomething coming towards me under an human 

B 2 Figure; 
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Figure: Lets go and meet him; He might, perhaps, 
Help toward ſatisfying my Curiofity. Come quickly; 
My Lanthorn. 


PI Be- BG Se 0: 
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The Character of a Modem G REC IAN 


UT, Heaven! what a monftrous Figure! How de- 
jected are his Looks! how unſettled! what little 
Vivacity in his Eyes, or Sedateneſs in his Countenance! 
How awkwardly he ſteps, and uncourteouſly accofts me! 
W hat Irregularity in his Dreſs! All certain Proofs of 
the Diſorder of his Paſſions. Baſil ſmil'd (for he had 
by this Time inform'd me of his Name) to ſee me, as I 
ſuppoſe, with a Lanthorn at Noon-day. Hominem guæro, 
ſays I: I look for a Man. I am a Man, anſwer'd he, 
with ſome Precipitation, and at the fame Time burſt 
into an exceive Fit of Laughter : Which hearing me 
deny, he took all the Pains imaginable to convince me 
of his Quiddity, by ſome Demonſtrations, which, in his 
Opinion, were evincive and undeniable. He ſpeaks 
(fays he) like a Man; he walks upright like a Man; but 
if he acts like a Man, or thinks like a Man, why that 
| dejected and fad Countenance? Why that ſeemingly 
| difſ.tisfy'd Mind? Why that Indolency and Inaction he 
| ſeems to live in? What's become of the prodigious Fer- 
tility of theſe Fields, celebrated by all the antient Po- 
| ets, and fo vaunted by the moſt famous Hiſtorians ? 
| Orr Inaction would be blameable, anſwer'd Baſel, were 
| we to exert our Induſtry with ſome Hope of Advan- . 
| tage to ourſelves ; but when we confider, that the Ty- 
7; ranny we live under is to reap the Fruits thereof, we 
nnd in ourſelves little Inclination towards reftoring our 
Fields to their former Fertility; and we are contented 
with Tilling of them, for what we think ablolutely ne- 
cclfiry io keep us atove a State of Indigency; nay, our 
| | Strengtn 
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Strength is ſo cruſh'd under Oppreſſion and heavy Bur- 
thens, that it would be impoſſible for us to exert it any 
farther, were we even to have the greateſt Inclination 
fo to do. 

Baſil's Mind is as imbecil as his Body, and as un- 
cultivated as his Fields : For though one ſhould think 
he hath Time enough left to exert his Soul's Faculties, 
towards making himſelf perfect in all the Sciences, 
which had render'd his Anceſtors the Admiration of 
the whole Earth, and will perpetuate their Memory to 
the lateſt Ages; yet he is ſo ignorant, that he ſcarcely 
knows the effential Difference between himſelf and the 
Brutes. He makes no other Uſe of his Reaſon, than 
to give one to underſtand, that he had been created to 
be guided by it; but that the Creator's Deſign hath 
been, in Part, fruſtrated. The mentioning the Antient, 
or even Modern Hiftory of his own Country, is a Kind 
of Paradox to him. Call him a Furlong from his Cot- 
tage, you bring him quite out of his Knowledge; and 
ask him where Athexs ſtood, he'll ſend you as far as 
Corinth, though perhaps he is born in the Ruins of that 
Metropolis. With all theſe ImperfeCtions, and this groſs 
Ignorance, which a Man ſhould be aſham'd of, Baſil is 
ſill vain enough to think himſelf a worthy Deſcendant 
of his illuſtrious Anceſtors, and that he rivals them in 
Glory, as he ſurpaſſes them in Ambition and ridiculous 
Pride, which convince me He is no Man: Therefore, 
Hominem quæro. hs 
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The Character of a TURK. 


TURK is another Kind of amphibious Creature, 

{4 A tho'more a Brute than a Man, with much Pride, a 

great deal of Ferocity, and little or no Reaſon, Ignorance 

is fo predominant among them, that he that hath the 
_ leaſt TinCture of Learning is eſteemed the beſt Turk. 

I enter Mufapha's Tent, or Hut, whom I find fitting 

croſs-le2g'd on the Ground, leaſt his bulky, a 
| ter 
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(for in Fact he is nothing elſe but a Kind of Clock- 
| work) ſhould be expos d to ſome Naufrage ; if upon a 
1 higher Seat, his Elbow on a dirty Cuſhion, and his 
monſtrous Head leaning careleſsly on his Hand, a Pipe 
1 in his Mouth, and a Pot of Coffee before him, ſurround- 
| ed with ſome Friends and Neighbours, in the fame 
Pofture ; ſome picking their Toes, ſome telling the Hairs 
of their Beard, and others ſetting upright their vaſt 
[ Muſtachoes. To ask the Mufapha the Subject of their 
| Converſation, is to puzzle him as much, as to ask him 
| the Explanation of ſome Paſſages of his Alcoran ; the 
one being as confusd and unintelligible as the other, 
tho” not equally reſpected 3 for Mufapha might chance 
to have an Alcoran, to whoſe Outſide he pays, perhaps, 
as much Reverence, as the blind Jews to Maſess Law; 
but he leaves the Mufti, or the other Mabometan Prieſts, 
the Care to read it; neither could he do it if he would : 
He joins, at certain Times, in a Chorus with the reſt, 
to cry in a noiſy Mufick, (which had frighten'd Or- 
Pbeus out of his Wits) Halla, Halla ; not out of any 
Principle of Religion, but becauſe tis a Cuftom, and 
he is forc'd to it: He even, by Intervals, makes the 
Roof of his Houſe eccho with that Sacred Name, but 
only while he labours under ſome Extremity, or wants 
ſome particular Favour from Heaven, which is no ſooner 
obtain'd, but Halla is forgotten, till he finds himſelf in 
the ſame Diftreſs, or wants the fame Succours: He ho- 
nours Mahomet with an extravagant Worſhip, tho' he 
knows nothing of him further, than he was a Great 
Prophet; neither doth he underſtand the Signification 
of that Word Prophet. He abſtains from Swine's Fleſh, 
and all other Creatures deem'd Immondes by the Alco- 
ran, and even refuſes drinking Wine in publick, but 
waves thoſe religious Scruples in private : He obſerves 
the Rameſan in the Day-Time, and while he could he 
be ſurpriz'd infringing that ſolemn Faſt; but at Night, 
retir'd with his Family, and his Doorsgſhut, he makes 
Amends to his Stomach for his paſt Sufferances. g 


Wholly 
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| Wholly wrapt up in ſenſual Pleaſures, Maſtapba knows | 
no other Felicity, temporal or eternal. He agrees in - 
that Point with all the reſt of his Sect, that Woman 
hath no Soul, tho, perhaps, at the fame Time he dies, 

before he hath minded that he had one himſelf. 
Nobody, in all Appearance, is readier to obey his 
Emperor's Orders than Myfapha, and Nobody doth it 
with more Reluctancy: Born a Slave, he wiſhes to be 
free; would ſhake off the Yoke, but dare not, or can-, 

not: Always prone to Rebellion, and always loth to 
undertake it, or mortally afraid of 'the Conſequences. 

His whole Care is how to get Money, even by the moſt 
indirect Means, and how to ſcreen it from the prying 
View of his Emperor's Satellites, or their Emiſfarics ; 
Always miſerable in the greateſt Plenty, for Fear, if 
ſuſpected rich, of loſing his Life with his Fortune: 
Unacquainted with Virtue, he practiſes none, and fa- 
miliariz d with Vice, he glories in it: Quite a Stranger 
to True Bravery and Intrepidity, he is never brave 
but when his Reaſon is ſtupified, (if ever he had any) 
or even he hath ceasd being a Man (if he could ever 
have defery'd that noble Character ;) for while in Mu- 
ftapha's Tent, I am yet at a Loſs to find a Man. 

Hominem quæro. | 


— 


— — 
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E T's ſee if I can find One among Perſons of a 
ſuperior Rank in Tariy: For it ſeems that thoſe 
who are preferr'd to the moſt eminent Poſts of an Em- 

pire, ſhould likewiſe ſurpaſs all the reſt in Merit and 
other extraordinary Perfections. What was Solyman., 
Baſbaubs firſt Origin? And how did he come to be pre- 
terr'd to one of the moſt conſiderable Governments in 
= the Ottoman Empire? His Extraction is utterly un- 
3 known; and all that can be learn'd of his Fortunes 
Pcoundation, is, that being favour d by the capricious 
Deſtiny, he was choſe from among the Tribute _ 
ren 
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dren, to be educated in the Emperor's Seraglio, among 
the Icoglans, or his Highneſs's Pages. He was of fo 
ſupple a Genius, that he had ſoon found Means to in- 
finuate himſelf into his Maſter's Favours, and to gain 
his Confidence : He was cf all his Parties of Pleaſures, 
thoſe of the Women only excepted. Sultan Amurath was 
ſeldom ſeen riding in Triumph through the Streets of 
Conſt anti nople without Solyman by his Side; or aſcend 
his magnificent Barge without him. He was ſo docile, 
that the proud Sultan had no Need to uſe any other 
Linguift, than that of his Eyes, to be punctually obey'd 
by the vigilant Solyman ; who, at laſt, became fo great 
a Favourite, that no Favour could have been expected, 
but muſt have paſs'd through his Hands : Thro' thoſe 
Means, and the Riches and frequent Preſents of the 
Seltaneſſes, and of the Great Officers of the Empire, 
he amalſs'd an immenſe Treaſure ; not, however, with- 
out ſome Jealouſy from a great Number of Rivals, by 
whom a Throne is always environ'd ; which being ob- 
ſerv'd by the GAA ND SeiGNos, and for fear ſonie Acc 
cident ſhould happen to his Favourite, which had not 
been perhaps in his Power to oppoſe, he hath thought 
proper to part with him for a Time, by appointing him 
Baſhaw of Egypt, which is one of the beft Governments 
in the whole Empire. | | 
How does Solyman behave himſelf in his new Station ? 
Does the Memory of his former Condition, in which he 
was born, Slavery, engage him to be leſs tyrannical, 
and more compaſſionate to his Maſter's Subjects? No: 
He'utes them with as much Severity, as ever have done 
any of his Predeceffors : Never ſatisfied, he minds no- 
thing hut to encreaſe his monſtrous Wealth, by the de- 
plorable Devaſtation of his Government, and the Op- 
preſſion of his Benefactor's Subjects. Perfect Stranger to 
all Sorts of Compaſſion, he is neither moved by the 
Clamours of the Diſtreſſed, or the innocent Tears of the 
Orphans. He will have no Body rich throughout all 
Egypt beſides himſelf; and, as tis a Crime to be ac- 
counted ſuch, and puniſhable with Death, he never fails 
2 EE * 5 ſeizing 
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ſeizing on the Deceaſed's Threſure. All Sorts of Em- 
ployments are fold by him to the beft Bidder, and but 
too often to the leſs deſerving. Even twice, in a very 
ſhort Time, to get twice the ſame Purchaſe : He ſeizes 
on the Timariot's Eſtate, on the leaſt Suſpicion, real or 
| pretended, of an intended Offence againſt him or the 
Emperor, and keeps it in his own Hands. 
But however, is Solyman faithful to his Truſt, and does 
he manage his Maſter's Intereft as well as his own? No; 
he is as much noted for his Ingratitude, as for his Cru- 
elty and Avarice; and would perhaps render himſelf 
abiolute and independent in his Government, it not 
over-aw'd by the watchful Divan. 
Was I in Soh man's Place, I ſhould live in the con- 
tinual and mortal Apprehenſions of a ten String? He 
1 is little afraid of that; for now, as thoſe Sorts of Exe- 
3 cutions are become leſs frequent in Jury, he is poli- 
F tick enough to maintain himſelf in the Emperor's Fa- 
vour by the magnificent Preſents he ſends from Time 
to Time to the Seraglio. Solyman is rather a Devil 
than Man; and therefore, Hominem qguero © 


— 


The Character f the Kiſlar Aga, or Chief of the 
Black Eunuchs & the Seraglio. | 


Know it, Ladies, that Capons of this Kind are not 
a Diſh proper to be ſet before you: But you'll ceaſe, 
perhaps, laughing at me, or accufing me of Idiotiſm, 
tor ſearching a Man amongſt thoſe, whom the whole 
World knows to have loſt the moſt evident Signs of 
Virility, if you'll .confider, that the Virility I am in 
quelt of, is metaphyſick and moral, not to be demon- 
ftrated by Phyſical Experiments, at leaft ſuch as you 
might expect. In vain it might be objected, that even 
that very ſame Virility I look for, vaniſh'd with the 
Ablation of thoſe eſſential Marks of a natural one, fince. - 
the antient Hiſtorians are pleasd to inform us of the 
con'rary, by mentioning ſome Eunuchs Heroes, who 
have ſurpaſſed in Courage and Bravery, thoſe in the 
SE Z G entire 
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entire Poſſeſſion of their natural Parts; even amongſt 
theſe amphibious Creatures I am mentioning, Perſons 
of that Character have been met with; fince Mahomert 
Rar Aga, under Hibrahim, and who was took by 
the Gallies of Malta, on his Voyage to Mecca, (which 
was the Occafion of that long War of Canata, and 
which proved at laſt fo fatal to the Yenetians) detended 
himſelf, Sword in Hand, with an undaunted Intrepe- 
dity, when the Gallion, whereupon he was, was boarded 
by the Malteſe, and was at laſt rather overpower'd by 
the great Number of the Enemies, than by a Courage 
equal to his; and if that eminent Quality, which is moſt 
in Danger, can he ſaved from our Virility's Nautrage, 
why not Prudence, Wiſdom, Learning, Virtue, Sc. 
ſome of them being the Perfe tions abſolutely requiſite 
to a Ki/ar Aga; tor tho his Virtue can't be expos'd 
to any Trial, by the free Acceſs he hath to the Sultan's 
Miftreffes, he wants, however, all the Prudence imag1- 
nable, to manage with Dexterity tne different Intrigues , 
of thoſe beautiful Captives, and to hinder the Fire of 
their Jealouſy kindling into a dangerous Flame. 
There's none amongft the Seraglio's Great Officers, 
who approach nearer the Sultan's Perſon, or has more 
Opportunity to be in private with him; and being al- 
ways of his Sublime Highneſs's Privy-Council, he can't 
be without a particular Merit, and without which he 
is very ſeldom rais'd to that eminent Poſt. There is 
ſeldom any Cabal in the Seraglio, but the Kar Aga 
hath one of the greateſt Shares in it. Tis true, that 
his Reign laſts no longer than that of his Maſter, and 
that at the Sultan's Depofition, or Death, he ſhares the 
Fate of the Sultaneſſes; for while they are ſent to the 
old Seraglio, Kiffar Aga is diſgrac'd, and ſometimes 
ftrangled : But they take Care to provide againſt the 
firſt of thoſe two, too, common Accidents, by a- 
maſſing immenſe Treaſures, while in their Poſt; fince 
Covetouſneſs is inſeparable from the Quality of Kar 
Aga, which join'd to his other natural Imperfections, 
render him rather a Monſter than a Man. Hominem 
Quaros The 
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The Character of REIS EFFEN DI, or 
The OTTOMAN EMpIKE's Great Treaſurer. 


THIS is che Gulph, wherein the Torrent of the 
| Wealth of the moſt opulent Empire in the 
whole World centers itſelf; therefore the Reis Fendi 
muſt be a Perſon of great Truſt, and of a confummate 
Experience in the Management of the Finances: Of all 
the great Officers of the Ottoman Empire, there's none 
mcre expog'd to the Popular Emotions than the Great 
Treaſurer ; for as they often proceed from want of Mo- 
ney, and feldom can be quelVd without it, the Treaſu- 
rer runs the ris! of falling a Victim to their unbounded 
Rage and Fury, if he can't, or refuſes to gratify their 
unjuſt Demands ; nay, oftentimes, without any pre- 
vious Complaint, they plunder the Treaſure, drag him 
by Force from his Houſe, or from any other Place 
where he may have taken Sanctuary, and tear him in 
Pieces. Therefore, he muſt be poſſeſs'd of great Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence, to fcreen himſelf from thoſe immi- 
nent Dangers, and quell, as eaſy as poffible, the Fury 
of thoſe ravening Wolves. 

Me hemet Reis E Fendi, who was Plenipotentiary at the 
Treaty of Pafſarowitz, and ſince that, Ambaſſador at 
the Court of France, was a Miniſter duly qualified 
for that great Truſt, and worthy of a greater Poſt; he 
was liberal, had a profound Knowledge in State Affairs, 
free from thoſe Subterfuges and Evaſions ſo common in 
Turkey, he was a Stranger to Pride and Inſolence, and, in 
his Perſon, all the Politeneſs and Gallantry of the moſt 
civilizd Court in Europe, were join'd to the Oriental 
Fierceneſs, of which this is an Inſtance; his Excellency, 
While at Paris, ſitting at the Opera next to 4 Court 
Lady, ſhe ask d him how he lik d that fort of Diverſion, 
to which Mebemet gallantly anſwer'd, That his whole 
Attention! having been taken up by her irr:ſi/{1-/; Charms, 
it was impoſſible for him to mind the Actors. 

The great Intimacy I had contrafted with Mehemer 
Reis Efendi, having accompanied his Excellency in his 

C 2 Return 
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Return to Conflantinople, could furniſh me with more 

Proofs of that kind, and almoſt oblige me to confeſs, 

that I had never found ſo worthy a Man, had he not 

appear d infatuated with the Alcoran Reveries. There- 
fore, Hominem quæro. | 


— — 1 * þ —_— 


The Character of an AGA the JANISSARIES. 


EW have more Power or Authority in the Otto- 
man Empire, eſpecially at Conſ antinople, than an 
Aga of the Janifſaries ; infomuch, that the Emperor 
himſelf is atraid of diſobliging him, left, as he hath the 
Command of the beſt Ottoman Forces, he ſhould excite 
ſome dangerous Commotion, or head the Factious; his 
Orders are almoft as irrevocable as thoſe of the Mufti, 
with this Difference, that the Mufti's factious Orders 
can't be executed without the Concurrence of the Fani- 
zar Aga, when on the contrary the Janizar Aga can 
both command and execute of his own private Autho- | 
rity, The Sultan ſeldom miſſes granting the Requeſts ® 
made by him, or in his Name, or eſpouſed by him; 
for by refuſing it he expoſes himſelf to the moſt ij 
minent Danger. Amurath the IVth, who knew by 
the cruel Death of his Brother Oſman, the dangerous 
Conſequences of countenancing, by an uncommon Ti- 
midity, the Inſolence of thoſe Officers, had, with great 
Succels, the Heads of ſome of them cut off, which Ex- 
ecutions kept the reſt in a due Reſpect and Submiſſion to 
their Sovereign. Abaſſa's Revolt happened at the e- 
ginning of his Reign, which was the only confiderable 
one wherein the Janiſſaries had no hand; on the con- 
trary, it was raiſed againſt them; for Abaſſa alledg'd to 
colour his Defection, that being once at his Prayers in 
a Moſque, the unhappy Oſman appear'd to him, and 
addreſsd him in thele Terms. Abaſſa, the moſt Þ! 
faithful of my Slaves, I command thee to revenge my 
Death by that of 50,000 Janiſſaries. Therefore all of 
them that he took Priſoners he either hang'd or im- 
5 paled immediately,” | i; 
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'Tis-eaſy to ſuppoſe, that a Fanizar Aga's beſt Quali- 
fications muſt be an heroick Courage, but as it is ſeldom 
upheld by other eminent Qualities, Hominem quæro. 
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The Character of a DROGEMAN, or INTER- 
PRETER. 


Drogeman ſhould be perfectly well skilfd in the 
Turkiſh Idiom, fincere and faithful to his Maſter, 

and indued with Courage and Firmnels ; but, alas! his 
Condition is expos'd to ſo many Dangers, that the Fear 
of being impal'd or ſtrangled, force him to enervate the 
Energy of his Mafter's Expreſſion; for if the Turkiſh 


Minifters pleaſe to think the Drogeman's Diſcourſe too 


bold or inſolent, as they ſeldom care to attack the Am- 
baſſador himſelf, they diſcharge all their Fury on his 
Interpreter. M. De la Haye Yentelay, a Miniſter of 
France at the Porte, in the Reign of Mahomer IV. had 
the Diſpleaſure to ſee his Drogeman impaled, on that 
trivolous Pretence, and himſelf forced out of Conftanti- 
nople, which the King of France, Louis XIV. reſented 
to that Degree, that he forc'd the proud Orromans to a 


Submiſſion they are not uſed to; and | have ſeen ſome 


of the Grand Vizier Kiuperli's Letters wrote on rhat 
Occafion, and fign'd Poor Makmet, in Compliment to 
the King of France, which differs very much from the 
haughty Style of the Turks, However, the poor Dro- 
geman could not be reſtor'd to Life again, which cruel 
Executions render them ſo timorous, that I could not 
expect to find amongſt them what I look for; Hominem. 


P 


MO 


— — 


The Character of the GRAND VIZIER. 


HIS is the ſecond Perſon in the Empire, the 
faithful Depoſitary of his Sovereign's molt private 


Secrets, the Interpreter of his Intentions, and the Per- 


former 
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14 ESSAYS on the 
former of his moſt abſolute and ſacred Orders, and there- 
fore ſhould be the Man Iam in queſt of. 

Selim is indebted to a popular Emotion for his Eleva- 
tion to the eminent Poſt of Grand Vizier, contrary to the 
Emperor's Intention or inclination 4 and therefore hath 
need of all his Cunning to keep his Ground ; as he was 
bred up among the Bæfangi, tis eaſy for him to keep a 
certain Number of ſecret Emiſſaries in the Seraglio, who 


inform him of all the Cabals form'd againft him, and 
whom he takes Care to reward liberally for their Servi- 


ces: He has taken into his Confidence the Aa of the 
Janiſſaries, who was the firſt Inſtrument of his Eleva- 
tion, and hath loaded him with Preſents, for there's no 
lafting Friendſhip in Turtey without it. Being ſuſpi- 


ecious of the late Caimacan, or Governor of Conſtanti no- 


ple, he got him ſupplanted by one of his © reatures, 
and hath even aimed at his Head : He is mortally hated 
by the Sultaneſs Valide, and the Kiffar Aga, or Chief 
of the Black Eunuchs of the Seraglio ; but he is fa- 
voured by the favourite Sultaneſs, whom he had found 
Means to. oblige on many important Occafions, while he 
was in the Seraglio ; beſides, as ſhe extravagantly loves 
Luxury, he ſupplies her Paffion with an incredible Li- 
berality and Profuſion. Convinced that his Predeceffor, 
who had married one of the Sultan's Siſters, hath a for- 
midable Party in the Seraglio, as well as in Conſfanti no- 
ple, he would have taken off his Head, and had even 
excited his own Partiſans to ask for it, but met with too 
ſtrong an Oppoſition, and was therefore diſappointed. 


He ſeldom fees the Sultan, but when he cannot poſſibly 


avoid it ; for Fear his too frequent Viſits ſhould put the 
Emperor in mind of what, had paſſed at his Promotion, 
who would then, perhaps, ſend him to ſome private 
Conference with his Mutes ; and when the Exigency 
of the Empire's Affairs forces him to it, he takes Care 
to pave his way with a Number of Purſes, or ſome 
other Preſents ; but as thoſe Viſits are extremely expen- 
five, he hath taken Occation of the War with the Chri- 
f 1ans to put himſelf at the Head of the Ottoman Armies, 

tO 


n r hey 
1 


Different Characters of the 15 


to ſave thoſe Expences, and to endeavour, by ſome - 
Ggnal Advantages over the avowed Enemies of the 
Turkiſh Name, to gain his Sovereign's Confidence, dif 
fipate his former Prejudices, and diſcountenance the 
Parties formed againft him. 

The Hisier is not without ſome very good Parts, and 
is remarkably free from Avarice, which is almoſt natu- 
ral to the Turks in general, and the Prime Miniſter in 
particular, which hath rendered him the Soldiers Dar- 
ling; for tho the Tyrks hate Liberality in themſelves, 
they nevertheleſs admire it in others, efpecially when 
they are to reap the Benefit thereof; he don't endea- 
vour, as other /7zers before him have done, to their 
Dignity's Shame, and the Empire's Diſadvantage, to en- 
rich himſelf at the Army's Expence ; but on the con- 
trary, he takes a great deal of Care it ſhall be always 
very well paid, and when the Remittances are too 


flow, he makes it_ up out of his own Coffers. The 


leaſt Advantage his Troops gain over their Enemies, 
they are ſure of being handfomely rewarded for it; 
fluſh'd with thoſe Encouragements, the Turks ſeem in- 
ſpi'd with a Courage which is not natural to them; for 
they never uſed before to conquer, but by the vaſt Su- 
periority of their Forces, while on the contrary, at 
preſent they ſeem to be able to cope with their Enemies, 
even when the Troops are of equal Number on both 
Sides, and gain Ground every Day upon them. 
The News of ſome conſiderable Check happening to 
Selim, which at another time would throw the Seraglio, 
and the whole City of Conftantinople into a Conſterna- 
tion, would be very welcome at preſent to his Enemies 
at both Places ; tho', in my Opinion, it would be very 
difficult to take off his Head ar the Head of his Army, 
neither do I think him ſo blind, or ſo good a MAI. 
man, to ſubmit himſelf fo willingly as did Cara Mufta- 
Pha, after the raiſing of the Siege of Vienna, in Hopes 
of dying a Martyr, by obeying blindly his Sovereign's 
Orders. | by 
Helin 
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Selim has another excellent Quality, which is not com- 
mon among the Turks, which is being firm and im- 
moveable in his Reſolutions and Defigns, when con- 
certed for the Good of the Empire. Some are of Opi- 
nion, that he is indebted to Count Bonneval for his 
Knowledge in military Affairs, with whom he kept once 
a ſtrict Correſpondence. 

Amidft theſe few rare Perfections, the Grand Yizer 


is guilty of an impardonable Fault, which is that of 


being vindictive to Exceſs ; tor he thirſts as much after 
his Enemies Blood as they do after his, and would not 
even ſpare that of his Sovereign, could he find Means 
to ſpill it with Impunity ; if that's true, Selim is no Man 


for me. Hominem quero. 


Character of the MUF TY. 


AM much miſtaken, or this is the chief of Maho- 
met's Jugglers, and Iuterpreter of Dreams and ridi- 
culous Vifions, which he ſells for Truth, (tho' himſelf 
is convinc'd of their Falſhood) and for ready Money 
only. His venerable Beard, his Pontificalia, and his 
affected Modeſty and Gravity, all denote in him the 
Levitick Craft. | 
The Mufty is always accounted the moſt ſubtile Jeſuit 
of the Alchoran ; his Cunning, not his Learning, (for 
he is almoſt as ignorant as thoſe he pretends to inſtruct 
in his mock Religion) his Hypocriſy, not his Virtue, 
have been the Steps thro' which he has aſcended to the 
Pontifical Chair ; he is commended for his Wiſdom, 
becauſe he makes Stupidity and Ignorance the chief Ar- 
ticles of his Sect's Belief ; and it would be a kind of Sa- 
crilege to pretend to be wiſer, or even as wile as he is 
ſuppoſed to be. All Sorts of Sciences are forbidden by 
him, which would prove a Key to diſcover the mon- 
ftrous Falſhoods of the Alchoran, and thereſore he is 
the Promulgator of a Law, which neither he nor his 
Auditors underſtand The Emperor himſelf is obliged 


do 


—— — 
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to pay a blind Obedience to thoſe ridiculous Parodoxes 
of a crafty Enthufiaſt, which unbecoming Submiſſion 
hath been, in Proceſs of Time, attended with ſuch fatal 
Conſequences, that ſome of them have been cited be- 
fore the Mufty, to anſwer the Accuſations preferr'd 
againſt them by their Subjects, and have been depoſed, 
and often ſtrangled by the irrevocable Decree of that 
Oracle of Falſhood. If the Sultan refuſes obſtinately to 
obey the thirdof the Mufry's Fe -T a, or Summons, he is 
depos'd, ipſo facto, without any Formality. The un- 


happy Vrabiml. indeed tore two of them, and at the 


third he was depos d and ſtrangled: He was certainly a 
Prince unworthy of a Throne, but his chief Crime, 
and the only one which could at that time have occa- 
ſioned his Fall, was his taking the Mafty's Daughter 
againſt the Father's Will. FewSeditions are conducted 
with any Appearance of Succeſs, without being led b 

the Myftyin Perſon : If the People are diſſatisffied, and 
wiſh for a Change, or rather want their Sultan's Head, 


or ſome of his chief Miniſters, the Myfty muſt be con- 


ſulted, and if he pronounces in the Affirmative, the En- 
terprize ſeldom miſcarries. All true Maſſalmen, if they 
ever hope to enter into Mabomet's Paradiſe, muſt be in 
their Life-time ſcrupulous Obſervers of the Alchoran's 
moſt inſignificant Article; but the Myfry is excepted out 


of that General Rule; for as he keeps the Keys of that 
Paradiſe in his Pocket, he can enter it when he pleaſes, 


and which Way he pleaſes. However, as his Muftyſhip 
is not impeccable, neither does he eſcape always unpu- 
niſh'd ; but as that happens but very ſeldom, his Pu- 
niſhment is as extraordinary as the Enormity of his 
Crime; for he is to be pounded in a Mortar kept for that 
Purpole at the ſeven Towers ; to make them remember, 
as might be ſuppos'd, that he ſhould ſuffer for all the 
heavy Burthens he hath loaded others with; when at 
the lame time he ſhould help them to the utmoſt of 


_ their Power; but why ſhould 1 ſtay fo long in a lac: 


where there's no Man to be tound. Hominem guæro. 
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ESSAYS onthe 
The Character of the GRAND SEIGNIOR. 


MALL I find him within the Walls of this lofty 
Pile, and find him to be that Perſon I ſee ſhining 


18 


with a vaſt Number of ineftimable Jewels, the Radiancy 


of which eclipſes the Light of my Lanthorn ; raiſed on 
2 magnificent Eftrade, incircled with the moſt beautiful 
Women that ever my Eyes beheld ; and with fo maje- 
Kick an Aſpect, as to command a due Reſpect from 
every one who approaches him; but what's the Lan- 
guage ſpoke in this Place? Are they all condemned to a 
perpetual Silence? or do they expreſs their Thoughts 
In a manner quite different from all the reſt of the human 
Race? who are thoſe Jeſters [ perceive in that Corner? 
are they Richs Pupils, and are they acting a Panto- 
mime” No; they are only ſpeaking the Seraglios com- 
mon Dialect, wherein there's ſeldom any other uſed 
but a mute one. That Emblem of Power, Magnifi- 
cence and Grandeur, who ſeems as abſolute and dreaded 
as if all the other Monarchs of the whole Univerſe were 
ſubject to his Empire, or chained to his Throne, is ne- 
vertheleſs the leaft happy of them all, and the more ex- 


poſed to Fortune's Inconſtancy: His Favourite's Mal- 


adminiſtration, the different Factions whereinto the 
Seraglio is divided, a conſiderable Victory gain'd over 


the Ottoman Army, a Revolt of the Janiſſaries, a Sedi- 
tion in Conftantinople, Scarcity of Money in the Empire, 
an Interruption in the Commerce, a Jealoufy among his 
Women, might chance to deprive him at once both of 
his Crown and Life, or force him to beg, as a ſpecial 


Favour, thathe might be permitted to end his unhappy 


Days in the dreadful Obſcurity of a Dungeon. Amidit 


all thoſe imminent Dangers wherewith Amurath 1s 


_ threatned, he lives in a continual Indolency, and ground- 
leis Security, minding nothing elſe but how to find 
every Day new Revels for his ſenſual Pleaſures, without 


confidering that ſome time or other, when. he ſhall be 


_ moſt plung d in them, he'll hear his rebellious Subjects 


allembled 


————— ů ů — OOO OC ů ů ů ů — 


The Character , FRANCES RAGOTSKY, - 
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aflembled in a tumultuous Manner at the Gates of h13 


Seraglio, asking for his Depoſition, or his Head, Amu- 
rath is Emperor, tis true, and the moſt formidable of 
the whole Earth; but he knows no more of the Affairs 
of his Empire, than his Miniſters are pleaſed to inform 
him of: Neither would he chuſe to enter into a more 


ſtrict Detail, leſt it ſhould prove an Obftacle to his 


Pleaſures, to which he is ſo much addicted, that he 
finds his whole Time too ſhort to gratity them, The 


Sultan is oblig'd by the Alchoran to work with his own. 
Hands, and even ſome of his Predeceſſors have diverted. 


themſelves at it, and have preſented afterwards the Vi- 


Ziers of the Bench, and the chief Baſhaws of the Empire 


with ſome of their Works, who in Return, and as a 


Token of Gratitude, tho' often forc'd, ſent to their 


Emperor a certain Number of Purſes; but Amarath is 
a very irreligious Obſerver of that Law ; He had a 
mind once or twice to command his Armies in Perſon, 
but he never went farther than Adrianopie. He delights 
in no other Company but that of his Women, his Eu- 
nuchs, and his Mutes; neither would I be obliged to 
keep him Company, tor I love Men's Company. Homi- 
diem quatre. 
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The Characters of Foreigners of Note who have re- 
ſided or reſide in Turkey. 


„ 
oy 


Prince of Tranſilvania. 


NI. find you every where, moſt iltaſtrious 
1 Prince, and every where unhappy ? In what 


8 Can Your Htzhnels have offended Heaven, to make you 


fo long inconſtant Fortunes Tool? The firſt Time l 
had the Honour to fee you was in Fance, and in that 
enchanted Solitude built by the Marſhal de Tee, near 
that of the Camaldylles Monks, and wherein your High- 
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Was worſted; and having on that Occafion, as he had 
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neſs uſed to paſs. the happier Hours of your glorious 
Life, in the Contemplation of the Divine Attributes of 
the ſupreme Arbiter of our Deſtiny, before whom the 
moſt potent Princes upon Earth are nothing but like 
fo many Atoms: And in the continual Practice of both 
Moral and Chriſtian Virtues, vifited by no others but 
a few ſelect Friends, who you thought could not divert 
you from thoſe heavenly Occupations, and would learn 
trom your Highneſs's Example how- to behave in the 
greateſt Adverfity : Always perſecuted, and always 
immoveable; Fortune's ſharpeſt Arrows ſeem'd rather 
blunted than to make any Impreſſion on your marvellous 
Conftancy ; and had your Highneſs livd longer, it 
would have been almoſt impoſſible to gueſs which of the 
two would have been ſooneſt tired; the to perſcute, or 
you to ſuffer ; not with a Pagan Inſenfibility, but with 
a Chriſtian Reſignation to the Almighty's Will ; tho' 
not of the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, as ſome of our News 
Writers have infinuated ; fince I have been Witneſs to 
the contrary. 

All the Calamities that befel this Prince were owing 
to his Grandfather's Ambition, who, not contented with 
Tranſilvania, to which, (from a fimple. Lord) he had 
been called by the States of that Province, at Bethlehem 
Gubor's Death, made many frivolous Attempts to in- 
croach on his powerful, and moſt formidable Neigh- 
bours, by which, and his Perfidiouſneſs, (for he uſed 
to treat with two oppoſite Parties at once, and at Jaft 
prove faithful to neither) he drew a Storm upon him- 
ſelf, in which he was ſwallow'd up; for the Turks, 
with whom he had made many Treaties, and had kepr 
not one, invaded his Country; and Ragotsky going in 
Perſon to oppoſe them, a Battle enſued, in which he 


on all others, perform'd the Duty, both of a great 
Commander, and of a Soldier, with a Courage natural 
to him, he receiv'd ſome mortal Wounds, of which he 
died at Clayſembourg, Where he went to conceal himſelf. * 
From that Time Tranhlvania had been a Prey to __ | 
"T1 | | rſt 


Different Charatters of ME N. 21 


firſt Invader, ſometimes to the Turks, ſometimes to 


the Emperor; till at laſt the Emperor becoming Maſter | 
of the moſt conſiderable Part of the Province, this our 
Prince Ragotsky was reſtored to his Anceſtors Domi- 


nions; but upon ſome Conditions, which being thought 


by him unreaſonable, and allured by the Turks fair 


Promiſes, he ſhook off the Empire's inſupportable 
Yoak, and put himſelf under the Porte's Protection; 
but the Emperor prefling hard upon him, and he not 
receiving in Time the Succours he expected from the 
Turks, having for a conſiderable Time ſtruggled againft 


his unhappy Fate, with that Courage hereditary in his 


illuſtrious Houſe, was at laſt forc d to fly into Turkey, 


where he was for a long while entertain'd, or rather 


flatter d with the vain Hopes of being reftor'd to his 
Principality. He continued there till the Conclufion of 
the Treaty of Paſſarowitz, when he came into France, 
and return'd again into Turkey, where he lately died in 
Exile. Unhappy Fate! almoſt common to all the 
Princes diſpoſſeſs d of their Dominions. 

Prince Ragotiky was deſerving of a far better one, tho 
I queſtion much if his Highneſs knew any other than 
that of being entirely Maſter of himſelf, and of his 
Paſſions : His Difintereſtedneſs, in particular, was fo 
oreat, that. he refuſed accepting any other Preſents 
from the late King of France's Liberality, who had a 
great Eſteem for him, but ſuchas could not be ſuſpected 
of an unbecoming Love for Money, His Houſe at the 
Camaldulles was all over adorneed with le Brun and 
Coepell's Works, engrav'd by le Clerc and Callot, pre- 
ſented to him by Louis XIV. and accounted by him his 
beſt Furniture. In fact, all the reſt was anſwerable to 
thar noble Simplicity ; for (a few of the Marſhal'sGoods 
excepted) his Houſe reſembled rather a Monk's Cell 
than a Prince's Palace, Neither was his Highneſs con- 
tented with ir, for he had one built in a Garden in the 
fame Form with that of the Camaldulles Monks, where 
he uſed to retire himſelf every Fridav, and ſometimes 
for a whole Week together. Therefore, had not the 


Divine 
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Divine Sapience affur'd us there's none perfect but God 
timſelf, Prince Ragotsty ſhould be the Man I ſearch 
for. Hominem quero. 155 


—— 
—— — _ 


— — 


The Character of the Marquis ef LAN GAL. 


E was a Frenchman, born of a noble Family, but 

had no other Merit, (if it can be accounted ſo) 
than an extravagant Ambition, which being deſpiſed by 
Louis the XIVth, who had always a right Notion of a 
real one, Langallerie, provok'd at the King's ſlight- 
ing him, and pretending to ſome Enthufiaſm, run over 
all the Proteſtant Countries, preaching a Sort of Prote- 
ftant Croiſade, againſt his natural and legitimate Sove- 
reign; but his ſeditious Diſcourſes not being accompa- 
nied with that Sanctity inſeparable from thoſe inſpir'd 
by the Holy Ghoft, and conſequently meeting with no 
Succeſs, he paſs d into Turkey, to induce the Sultan to 
come fix the Creſcent on the Ruin of the Sanctuaries of 
the true God; which ſecond Attempr proving as unſuc- 
ceſsful as the firſt, he return'd into Germany, enter'd 
into the Emperor's Service, follow'd Prince Eugene inro 
Fah, and there was murthered by a German; a Fate 
which his Ambition had juſtly deferved, and which 
cut him off of all the Pretenfions he could have claimed 
to Manhood. Hominem quero. 
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The Character of Count BONN EVA L. 


NrELL met once more, dear Count, and Brother 
in Sufferings, fince they both proceed from al- 
moſt the ſame Source; for had not your Tongue prov'd 
too witty againſt the Houſe of Orleans, and had not I 
been ſuſpected to have wrote againſt the preſent Englib 
Government, tho' both without a criminal Intention, 

you 
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you would not have been obliged to enter into the Em- 
peror's Service, at the Riſque of your fatyrical Noddle; 
or I been confin'd and fetter'd in the Enghfs Inquiſition | 
Newgate ; few Steps diſtant from a fatal Tree, which 1 


A» hath no other Virtues, than to cauſe a violent Quinzie, 
3 Agnd to which aPack of Paraſites and Informers wanted to 


pave me the Way; but we have both had the Satisfac- 
tion, being unjuſtly accuſed, to have eſcaped the Pan- 
ger; for I am apt to think that there was no more in 
the Accuſations of Perulat formed againſt you by your 
moſt mortal Enemy the Marquis of Prie, Governor of 
the Netherlands at that Time, than there was in thoſe of 
"Treaſon exhibited againft me by a Crew of beggarly 
Scoundrels, who wanted to feed on my Skin. Bur tet 
it be how it will on thy Side, I can aſſure you, that if 
in former Days you too ſeverely, tho in a jocoſe man- 
ner, without a premeditated Deſign, cenſured a Prince's 
Conduct, thine is violently accuſed in our Climates, 
fince thou art called Renegade, Baſhaw Bonne val, and 
what not. Who kwows if you was at preſent amongſt 
us, whether (tho' in a Country where Liberty of Con- 
ſcience is allow'd) ſome of us wonld not turn Inquiſitors, 
on purpoſe to have the cruel Pleaſure of making a Car- 
bonade of thy old tuff Fleſh? For my part, having 
known thee intus & foris, | entertain yet the ſame 
good Opinion of thy Faith, eſpecially when I confider, 
that you could not become a Mrſſulman, without the 
I Precifion of your Foreskin, which is too dolorous an 
1 Operation to undergo at your Age, Therefore I be- 
4 lieve you yet as good a Chriftian-as thoſe who accuſe 
3 you of Mahometiſm; bur not quite ſo perfect a Manas 


ro hinder me from purſuing my Rambles, Hominem 
queer 0s 8 


, 
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The Character of an ARAB IA N. 


DERHAPPS I may chance to find one in theſe vaſt 
Deſarts, whoſe Reaſon, Wiſdom, Prudence, Vir- 
tue, Charity, Equity and Learning may have choſe 
for a Sanctuary, ever ſince they have been expell'd 
from the beſt inhabited World. O! what's that? I ſee 
ſome Clouds of Duſt ; J hear ſome Horſes paſs; I am 
ſurrounded by a Party ; they have ſtole my Lanthorn, 
my Lanthorn! my Laathorn ! pray give me my Lan- 
thorn; Hominem guero, I look for a Man; we are upon 
the ſame Errand ; but I look for a Man perfect in his 
Kind, ſuch a one as Diogenes wanted, and could never 
find; and we look for one rich in his Kind, from whom 
we may get a good Booty, and ſuch a one as you don't 
appear to be, ſince you make ſo much Noiſe for a miſe- 
Table Lanthorn ; take your Lanth irn, but let's examine 
your Pockets; come, quickly, for we have Affairs of 
greater Conſequence, which calls us elſewhere; what! 
not a ſingle Sultanin! no, not a ſingle Sultanin; Homi- 
nem guæro, I look for a Man: That is to lay, I have 
made an entire Divorce with all thoſe, who at preſent 
ſo undeſervedly bear that noble Character. I have ut- 
terly refuſed to familiariſe myſelf with Injuſtice, Theft, 
Rapine, Perjury, Extortion, Hypocriſy, Deceit, and 
all the other Vices thoſe who call themſelves Men are 
guilty of; and as none but that Sort are Fortunes Fa- 
vourites at preſent, tis not ſurprizing that you find me 
ſo poor; and —but they are already diſappeared, and 
gone upon the Scout ſome where elſe; for an Arabian 
ſeems to be born with a natural Inclination to Theft, oc- 
caſioned by their abominable Idleneſs, which proceed 
haps from the Sterility of their Country. Tho' in 
the moſt fruitful ones, where ſome of their Tribes have 
tranſplanted themſelves, even in Paleſtina, in the Places 
where they are the moſt numerous, they appear nothing 
elſe but a frightful Image of Poverty and Miſery. Their 
chief Occupation is Thieving, as 1 have already _ 
ricned, 


Dierint Charatfers of MEN. i 
plundering the Citacombs or Pyramids of Egypt of 

their incloſed Mummies, which' they fell to the Mer- 

Chants for 2 great Price. In ſhort, an Arabi an is as 

barren of every Thing, but Theft and Rapire, as his 

own Dcſarts of all the neceſſary Bleſſings of Life; fo 

leaving him and his ſandy Territories at once, where 

nothing rational is to de met with, we muſt ſeek in 

other Countries for a Manu. 


1 — 


The Character of SCACH NADIR; or 
THAMAS KOULI KAN. 


N D, Hark! Where the Trump of Fame ſounds 
a Conqueror in our Ears, that has ſubjected al- 
moſt all that Part of the Globe, which is ſhined on by 
the rifing Sun: My Lanthorn is fate; come, let me 
clip its Light, to make it ſhine, tor here ſurely my 

Task will end, and 1 ſhall be able to ſay, Hominem 
quæſi vi & tandem inveni. But firſt let me examine him 
thoroughly My Light though it diſplays every 
Object clearly, yet never glares; let me ſee, his Perſon 
is agreeable : He is now about Fitry-five Years old, up- 
wards of Six Foot high, well proportioned, of a very 
robuft Make and Conſtitution; his Complection ſan- 
guine and inclining to fat; but the Fatigue he under- 
goes prevents it; he has fine large black Eyes and Eye- 
5 brows, and were a Set of European Ladies to judge, 
they would perhaps call me old doating Fool and Cynicł, 
3 and vow that he is a Man, and the moſt comely One 
they ever beheld: For that the Injury the Sun and 
Weather have done to his Complection, gives him a 
more manly Aſpect; and to corroborate this Opinion, 
I need only toinform you, that though he drinks Wine 
with Moderation, he is extremely addicted ta Women, 
in which he affects great Variety, yet never neglects 
his Buſineſs : His Hours of Retirement among the La- 
dies are few, ſeldom entering their Apartments before 
Eleven or Twelve at Night, and 1s up and in Publick 
betore 
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before Five in the Morning : His Diet is fimple, chief- 
ly plain Diſhes z and if publick Affairs require his At- 
tendance, he neglects his Meals, and ſatisfies his Hun- 
ger with a few parched Peaſe and a Draught of Wa- 
ter. 

In the Camp or the City, he is always conſtantly in 
publick, and if not ſo, may be ſent to or ſpoke with 
by any Perſon. He Muſters, Pays and Cloaths his Ar- 
my himſelf, and will not ſuffer any Perquiſite to be taken 
by the Officers from the Soldiers on any Pretence what- 
ever. 

He has monthly Accounts tranſmitted to him of the 
State of Affairs in all Parts of his Dominions, and holds 
a Correſpondence with his ſeveral private Spies, in every 
Place: Befides, in every Province and City, there is a 
Perſon called Hum Calam, appointed to inſpect into the 
Governor's Actions, and keep a Regiſter of them; no 
Affair of any Conſequence can be tranſacted but in the 
Pyeſence of that Officer, who, beſides the Account the 
Governor 1s obliged to ſend monthly, tranſmits his 
Journal by a ſeparate Conveyance, whenever he thinks 
convenient, without permitting the Governor to 
peruſe it: He has no ſettled Salary, but is rewarded 
or puniſhed juſt as Nadir Schah finds he deſerves. — 
This certainly muſt be — Hominum quero, and, at this 
firſt View who can ſeem to come nearer to it ? But to 
proceed: This extraordinary Caution in a great Mea- 
ſure prevents the Governors oppreſſing the People, or 
entering into any Conſpiracies and Rebellions againft 
him. | 

He is extremely generous, particularly to his Soldiers, 
and bountifully rewards all in his Service who behave 
well. He is at the ſame Time very ftrict in his Diſci- 
Pline, puniſhing with Death thoſe who commit a great 
Offence, and with the Lofs of their Ears thoſe whoſe 
Tranſgreſſions are of a lighter Nature: He never 
pardons the guilty of what Rank ſoever, and is highly 
diſpleaſed, if after examining the Affair, any Perſon 
preſumes to intercede in their Behalf, before which they 
may give their Sentiments with Freedom. Hominem 
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quæro, and if he holds out to the End, ſurely I have 


him. 

When on a March, or in the Field, he contents him- 
ſelf to eat, drink and ſleep like a common Soldier, and 
inures all his Officers to the ſame ſevere Diſcipline : 
He is of ſo hardy a Conſtitution, that he has been often 
known on a froſty Night to repoſe himſelf on the Ground, 
in the open Air, wrapt up in his Cloak, with only a 
Saddle for his Pillow, elpecially when upon any extra- 
ordinary Enterprize which required Expedition, he has 
been obliged to outmarch his Baggage, by which 
Means he has fallen upon the Enemy when they leaſt 
expected him. He is never happy but when in the 
Field, and laments the Time that he is obliged to ſtay 
ina City to refreſh his Troops, in which, as in all Things 
elſe, he uſes the utmoſt Diſpatch : His Meals are over 
in leſs than Half an Hour, after which he returns to 
Buſineſs, ſo that his Servants who attend him ſtanding, 


are changed three or four Timesa Day. — Now ſurely 


Hominem inyeni, for he never indulges himſelf in any 
Kind of Pleaſure in the Day-time, but conftantly at 
Sunſet retires to a private Apartment, where, unbending 
himſelf at once from all Buſineſs, he fits with two or 
three of his Favourites, and drinks a Quart, or at 
molt three Pints of Wine. — A proper Leſſon of In- 
ſtruction this is to ſome of our ſullen Ezropean Princes, 
who, except an intriguing Miniſter, or a favourite Con- 
cubine, can never be ſaid to converſe with any Thing in 
human Shape! In this private Converſation, no Perſon 
is allowed to mention any Thing relating to publick Bu- 
ſineſs: Nor at other Times muſt they preſume upon 
this Intimacy to behave with more Familiarity than 
their Equals. Two of his Evening Companions happen- 


ing to tranſgreſs in that Point, by taking the Liberty 


to adyiſe him in public, he immediately ordered them 
to be ſtrangled, ſaying, ** Such Fools were not fit to 
live, who could not diſtinguiſh between Nadir Schab, 


dor the Emperor) and Nadir Kuli (or his former De- 


bree.) Notwithitanding this he has been very kind 
toall who pleaſe him in Converſation, and behave with 
„ . 7 be: 
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a becoming Decency and Deference in publick, where 
they are taken no more Notice of, nor have they any 
more Influence over him than others of the ſame Rank. 
——But, Ha! My Light grows dim; Hominem quæro, 
and if, after all, I ſhould perceive any Thing that this 
great perſonage ſhould do that ſhould debaſe him be- 
neath the Man, with what Sorrow ſhall i ſee it 
Jam afraid, and proceed with great Reluctance.— 
But hold, here's ſomething more offers in his Favour 
before we come to the black Cloud that ſeems to hover 
round him. Amongſt his extraordinary Faculties, 


his Memory is not the leaſt to be admired, there being 


few Things of Moment, that he ever ſaid or did but 
what he remembers, and can readily call the principal 
Officers in his numerous Army by their Names. He 
knows moſt of the private Men, who have ferved under 
him any Time, and can recollect when, and for what, 
he puniſhed or rewarded any of them. He dictates to 
one or two Secretaries, and gives Orders about other 
Affairs at the fame Time, with all the Regularity and 
Promptneſs imaginable. 

In Time of Action he is equally kpprixiog, it being 
ſcarce credihle how quick he 1s in difcerning the Odds 
on either Side, and how active in ſuccouring his Troops: 


If any of his General Officers give Ground without be- 


ing greatly overpowered, he rides up and kills him 
with his Battle Axe (which he always carries in his 
Hand) and then gives the Command to the next in 
Rank. In all the Battles, Skirmiſhes and Sieges he has 


| been engaged in (altho' he generally charges at the Head 


of his Troops, he never received the leaſt Wound or 
Scar, and yet ſeveral Horſes have been ſhot under him, 
and Bullets have grazed on his Armour. 

Many other memorable Things have I ſeen of this 
Hero, whoſe Actions are ſufficient to convince the 
World, that few Ages have produced his Equal: As 
he has performed ſuch Wonders when he had hardly 
Money or Soldiers, what might we not expect from 
him now he is poſſeſſed of ſuch immenſe Treaſure © Tis 
probable he may live 1 Years longer, and IG 
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Space of Time, if his Deſigns are attended with Succeſs 
he has hitherto met with, to what Pitch of Grandeur 
may not one of his unbounded Ambition and Courage ar- 
rive? } 
That laſt Reflection has ſullied all his Conqueſts, and 
reduced him to the loweſt Rank. —- Tis that Ambition 
that made him falſe and perfidious to his Royal Maſter, 
who had ſhowered Bounties on him: *Tis that Ambition 
that ſpurr'd him on to feize a Throne he had no Right 
to fit on, and made him put out his Eyes, and confine 
him for Life in a loathſome Dungeon. 
His Mother, angry at his inſatiate Thirſt after UV- 


* furpation, and touch d with Compaſſion for the ſuffering 


M-narch, intreated him, ſome Time after he had ſeiz d 
the King, to reſtore him, not doubting but his Majeſty 
would make him ſufficient Amends, by creating him 


 Generallifſimo for Life: He asked her, Whether ſhe 
really thought ſo? She told him, ſhe did: Upon 


which he ſmiled, and ſaid, I I was an old Woman, 
perhaps I might be inclined to think ſo too, and deſyred 
her to give herſelf no Trouble a bout State Affairs. Fatal 
Ambition has therefore diſappointed my Hopes here. 


Hominem quæro, and if Nadir Schab has forfeited that 


Character, 1 am ſure all Aſia cannot afford one fit for 
ic. | 


— — — 
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Tre Character of an AFRICAN: 


| ILD and unhoſpitable, from his Cave he 

ſtarts, to ſeize all that come in his Way, 
and diveſt them of whatever little Neceſſaries they have; 
though his chief Employment is a Robber by Sea; mi- 
ſerable indeed is the poor Wretch who falls into his 


Clutches: The African is inveterate againſt all Chriſti- 


ans; he, like the Turk, indulges himſelf in all manner 
of Pleaſures, and brings home his ill got Riches at Sea, 
to ſquander on his Women in Luxury at home. They 


compared 


are a: continual Wars with one another, and more to be 
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compared to the ſavage Beafts that inhabit their vaſt 
wild Deſarts, than any rational Creatures: As ſuch 
then let us leave the Coafts of antient Cartbage, the 
great Competitor for Maſtery with haughty Rome, now 
_ how unlike its former fell, Quæro Hominem, and (hal 
we ſeek for him in 


AMERICA. 


H:deous! Let me fly hence leſt Chriſtians become 

O worſe than the wild Arabians, and rob me ot my 
Lanthorn ; for what have we hear but a Neft of Pirates, 
Runaways from their native Countries, who fatten here 
upon the Spoils of one another, and upon the Labour 
of the harmleſs Indians: It is amongft thoſe 2 
that I ſhould ſeek if any where, and here, perhaps, I 
might have ſucceeded formerly, but they have been fo 
converſant with their new Lords, that they are cor- 
rupted by their Arts, and are become as bad as they. 

But hold, what have we here, the brave Admiral 
8 Praiſes have been ſpread through all the World, 
for his Courage, Conduct, and Succeſs in Naval F igchts⸗ 
Sure here my tedious Task muft end! For every Month 
is full of his Virtues and heroic Proweſs: The Muſes in 
Joyful Harmony ſpeak loud his Worth, and tune their 
ſweeteft ee to his great Act ons: : And fee, 
fome grateful Hand has raiſed his Buſt, glowing as it 
were with Life, and left the following Inſcription as 2 
Memoria! thereof. 


To A 
Ever viftorious, without a Colleague : 
N bo, 

\. Renourcing for the Publick, every private Employment ; 

| Deſerted by ail but his own Courage and Virtue 
Supported ſolely by the Spirit of a oY. 

Aith ſix Ships only, | 
Repaired the Diſgraces of a B——ſh N 


While th: Honour of his Country 
Has betrayed at Home, 


D F. N. 
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And while the Councils of E — d 
Were under the Influence of F — ce, 
Humbled the Pride of her and S——n. 


who can thus renounce Eaſe, and all the Comforts of 


Life for the Good of his native Country, muſt certainly 


be the MANI feek tor; but how ſadly was 1 diſap- 
pointed, when upon ſurveying him with my Lanthorn, 
I found the Vapour ef Praiſe greatly diminith, occa- 
fioned by a tickling Ambition that fretted round his 
Heart, and would not let him enter heartily into his 
Country's Cauſe, becauſe he was linked with another, 
and had not the ſole Command; I was very lorry to 
ſee ſo much Virtue daſh'd with ſuch a bafe Alloy, and 
ſo departed ugro Hominem : But inſtead of that, 
I muſt firft of all truſt myſelf for a confiderable Time 
amongſt a Pack of Brutes upon the watry Element: | 
have no need of my Lanthorn there, for one may diſcern 
with halt an Eye, the Difference between Men and Tar- 
paulins. Well, thank Heaven! We are got near Lu- 
rope; a Place where ſure it can be no hard Matter tv 
find out a Man, ſince all who are born there think them- 
ſelves Angels, in Compariſon with the Natives of the 
other Parts of the World. 

As we are now got into Europe, I ſhall ſurvey firft 
the Place where I ſooneſt touch Land. — Bleſs me! What 


. 2 delicious Iſle is this, ſurrounded by ſeveral ſmaller, 


and ſeem alike bleſs d with Plenty of every Thing that 
may ſuffice Neceſſity, or gratify Pleaſure; but it is not 
a delightful Situation J am ſeeking after. QuzroHu- 
minem; it would be preſumptuous te look for that in 
the Monarch or chief Ruler of this delightful Spot, he 
muſt be more, and can be nothing but a God: With 
awful Reverence then let me leave him, and ſearch 
amongſt his Favourites and Attendants. —— Ha! I look 
round. the C— is full, and not one can I perceive : 
O here he comes at laſt ; for by the Crowd of Cringers 
that attend him, this muſt be a Man, or ſomething as 
ſtrange, 


* 


This muſt be he, cried I, in a Rapture: The Patriot 
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* "ESSAYS m the 
firange, unleſs it be ſome Image of a Deity carried in 
Proceſſion. Pray old Friend can you tell me who 
* this is? Quer Hominem, is this one or not? Says 
a reverend poor old Creature that ſtood by me, this, 
Sir, is a diſcarded M r, but rather more in Favour 
fince his Diſgrace than before. You ſhall hear his Cha- 
racter ſummed up in few Words, and then judge. 


Mmm * 


— 


— — — — 


The Character of the late dir R—— W —. 


E is a Perſon of Ability, not Genius, good na- 

tured, not virtuous 3 conftant, not magnani- Ml 
mous; moderate in the Exerciſe of his Power, not 
equitable in engroſſing it: His Virtues in ſome Inftances 
are free from the Allay of thoſe Vices wich uſually ac- 
company ſuch Virtues : He is a generous Friend, with- 
out being a bitter Enemy : His Vices in other Inſtances 
are not compenſated by thoſe Virtues which are neariy 
allied to them: His Want of Enterprize is not attended 
with Frugality : The private Character of him is better 
than the publick: His Virtues more than his Vices: | 
His Fortune greater than his Fame : With many good 
Qualities he has incurred the publick Hatred : With 
good Capacity he has not eſcaped Ridicule : He would 
have been eſteemed worthy of his high Station, had he 
never poſſeſs d it, and is better qualified for the ſecond *Þ 


than the firſt Place in any Government: His Miniftry | 
has been more advantageous to his Family than the 
Publick ; better for his Time than Pofterity, and more 
pernicicus by bad Precedents than by real Grievances : Þ 
During his Time, Trade has decayed, Liberty declined, | 


and Learning gone to Ruin: Were I his Servant, 
ſhould love him; but as I am free, I deteft him; as! 
am a Scholar, I hate bim, and as lam a Briton, I with 
his Fall. Let this very odd Compoſition hath held 
us in worſe than a flaviſh Subjection, for upwards of 
ewenty Years, and has, at laſt, brought over his Op- 
poſers to his Side. 
1 8 — Nay, 


e 


v Different Characters of ME N. 33 
j Nay, if that's the Caſe, cried I, let me be gene; 
for if this Wretch has been ſuffered to proceed ſo long 
A with Impunity, it is impoſſible that there can be One 
left with the Spirit of a Man in the Kingdom; fo fare- 
X well G ——: B n.—- Hominem quæro. 

XZ And pray obſerve the Humour of thoſe 'flow paced 
Rogues the Dutchmen; no ſooner was I landed, but I 
XX obſerved they had dragg'd from the Dead, my vene- 
rable Friend Diogenes, and tortured him in Effigy, to 
q make him a meer Sign Poſt Supporter, to an old Fellow 
uhom they would make you believe was the very Man 
that ſage Philoſopher had ſo long ſought after: I ſhould 
have asked the ſtupid Rogues what they intended by 
this irreverent Blunder, but upon applying my Lan- 
& thorn, I found, notwithſtanding the Appearances they 
put on, that they were in reality nothing but a Parcel 
of meer old Nomen, and ſo J left them. Homi nem 
guero.— However, to give them fair Play, let us 
examine whether the Candidate deſerves the Appella- 
'F tion of Man or not. | 


The Chara ger of C—1 FLY. 


N the firſt. Place he is a Jeſuit, their Policies are 
1 well known, and indeed he is no Shame to the So- 
ciety: His Maxims have been very beneficial to his 
Country, but deſtructive to almoſt all the Nations 


round, having hurt their Trade more by his artful In- 


Ffiouations, in time of a profound Peace, than his utmoſt 
Efforts in War could poſſibly have effected: He is all a 
Contradiction; ſome efteem him as a publick Blefling,. 
for keeping them ſo long in a ſeeming Tranquility, and 
others look upon him as a general Plague, in endeavour- 
png to foment Difcords between them during that 
ire of Quiet: He aims to be in the Secret of every 
Cabinet, and would have the French be ſole Arbiters of 
he World, by which he has drawn the Hatred of all 
Nations againſt them; thus while he graſp'd too far, 
e loſt the Subſtance, and caught at the Shadow. 
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80 prithee good Diogenes thy: Polt —— Hominem 


wy  Quero. 1 


As 1 was going. to vent my Wra h upon the poor 
Print, the Figure of . the old \Cynicg, perceived by my 
- Lanthorh, began to addreſs itſelf to my intuitive Facul- 
ties, which the Doctors of the Roſy Croſs know is very 


"Prafticable and frequent, and W himſelf | tome | 


S. 


in the following Manner. | 
My Son, faid he, one View more will render your | 
Lanthorn uſeleſs: By the Word Hominem 1 did not con- 
fine my ſelf to the male Part of the Creation only, but had 
I met. with any thing excellent in the tender F. emale 
Sex, that would have equally ſtopp d my Search; for 
Vir tae's Virtue whereloc' er ſhe dwells: The F: ates 'de- | 
nies this Happineſs. to me, it was reſerved for thy better 
Days; , turn there. thy Light, and behold. a . Princeſs } 
ſtruggling for her own and her Subjects s 5 
in her Adverſity than her falſe Perſecutors in 45 their 
borrowed Glory; ; Intereſt and Ambition are her leaft 
Motives, truly pious, truly great, and truly un, 
Here then ſay you have found the Wonder of Mankind, 
which has been fo long ſought for. Shame 10 her more 
maſculine Neighbours! Az tor me, fince they have 
brought me once more upon Earth, I am content to 


tand here upon the tollowin 58 Condition, That you ſtrike 


out this Thing of a'Caidina), and in the room theregf 
put the Likeneſs of my beloved Princeſs, and write in- 


N 


% Hungary ; the very Name, perhaps, may 'prove an, 


Amulet to revive me, and bring me once more in Perſon 
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